Genetic models for the study of aggressive behavior.
The analysis of genetic contributions to aggressive behavior is both conceptually and methodologically difficult, so that substantive findings remain sparse. Like other major psychiatric disease states, inappropriately aggressive behavior must be considered a multifactorial disorder, with both genetic and environmental contributions required for clinical expression. The documented heterogeneity of these determinants suggests the futility of searching for unitary causes. This contribution reviews studies of major gene effects in inbred strains of mice with high aggressivity, and considers the relevance of some rare single-gene disorders in man which include uncontrollably aggressive behavior as part of the phenotype.